GAHWNY BUSINESS MEETING SPRING 2015, April 18, 2015

Bohn’s Restaurant, Batavia, NY

Meeting called to order at 11:25 by Amie Alden, GAHWNY Chair

Minutes: Secretary Candace Broughton, Town of Otto.

Minuets from the Fall 2014 meeting at Beaver Hollow in Java Center, Wyoming County were reviewed. Motion made by Jim Rice, Village of Rushville and seconded by Nancy Eckerson, Town of Newstead. Approved.

Treasurer’s Report /Membership report: Robert Goller, Village of East Aurora and Town of Aurora. 

Total income between 9/12/2014 - 4/11/2015 was $3644.58 with expenses of  $4724.09. There is about $2400 in outstanding meeting expenses leaving approximately  $4029.94 in the checking account after this meeting:

The complete report is on file. 

Paid Memberships to date total 75. Breakdown by county: Allegany-3; Cattaraugus-4; Chautauqua-7;

Erie-8; Genesse-13; Livingston-12; Monroe-7; Niagara-6; Onondaga-1; Ontario-5; Orleans-3; Wyoming-6.

Treasurer’s report motion to approve: Ed Mikula, Town of Lancaster; seconded by Doris W. Bannister, Wyoming County Historian.

Amie Alden commented that most attendees today have paid their dues as well as registration. Those who have not paid dues will receive a membership form in the fall mailing. Members holding double positions should only pay once.

Website Update: Cindy Amrhein, GAHWNY Webmaster and Interim Wyoming County Historian.

The website is maintained as information is received. Cindy advised the audience to check website periodically for updates. She has added a traffic widget with counter and location feature and a place to leave comments. In the book form section GAHWNY authors are allowed to list books on our website but are limited to current and previous historians. Since the point is to highlight our members historical societies and other authors will not be added to this site. The books must be in currently print and available for sale. Someone asked if it would it be possible to put a link to a library where the book is available; for example the OWL catalog. Cindy said she will look into it.  

GAHWNY Student History Awards: This award of up to $1000 was established in 2013 for a student (or students) who graduated from a Western New York community college and was accepted to an accredited four-year school in New York State as a history major. Students had to submit proof of graduation from a community college, acceptance to a four-year school, and one academic reference. In 2014 we accepted two applications to split the $1000 award. 

Amie Alden was pleased to present the very first awards of $500 each to Jason Cannan of York, Livingston County who graduated from Monroe Community College and was accepted at SUNY Geneseo as a history major and Michael Schwartz of Rochester who also graduated from Monroe Community College and was accepted at SUNY Brockport as a history major. Unfortunately Jason was unable to attend today’s program, but Michael and his parents attended. Michael read an essay he submitted with his application about a family trip to Ellis Island that ignited his passion for American History. Michael was thanked with a standing ovation for his work and encouraged to stay in touch with our organization. 

30 Years of Service Recognition Awards: Craig Braack, Allegany County Historian, and Alice Wright, Farmersville Town Historian, Cattaraugus County were both recognized for three decades of service. Neither was in attendance so certificates will be sent by mail.  

Announcements: 

Congratulations to Dorie Bannister who is retiring as Wyoming County Historian. Dorie will continue to serve as Town Historian of Middlebury. 

GAHWNY members are encouraged to attend the Conference on New York State History to be held June 18-20 at Niagara University. 

The GAHWNY Fall Meeting - tentative date-Sat. Sept. 26, 2015 will be held at either Houghton College or St. Bonaventure.

The Julia Reinstein Award will be given at fall meeting. Please note the name has been changed to the Julia

Reinstein Career Achievement Award to better reflect the overall significance of the award. Amie Alden encouraged GAHWNY members to submit nominations for the Board to consider. 

Larry Haseley said the Vietnam War Wall Memorial will be in the Town of Lockport June 10-14

Crystal Beaver Award: Since Genesee County and Cattaraugus County tied at our last meeting at Beaver Hollow and Cattaraugus County has not had Crystal in some time, Crystal went home with Jody Shaw, Perrysburg Town Historian.

Members present today: Cattaraugus 3, Chautauqua 6, Erie 8, Genesee 13,Livingston 12, Monroe 10, Niagara 1

Ontario 4, Orleans 6,Wyoming 6. 

Since Genesee County had the most in attendance Crystal goes home with Michael Eula, new County Genesee County Historian who will be obligated to bring it to the Fall meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:15. Motion made by Barbara Wise, Villanova Town Historian. Seconded by Ruth Nichols, Town of Arkwright Historian. Passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Candace Broughton, GAHWNY Secretary, Town of Otto Historian
